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Beyond Naiveté?:
A Historical Survey on the Adventist Perspectives on Hermeneutical Presuppositions

HASEGAWA, Torul

Abstract : This study traces the history of Adventist hermeneutics, with a particular focus on how the
problem of hermeneutical presuppositions has been addressed. While Adventist theology has traditionally
focused on the proper methods and principles of biblical interpretation, it has often overlooked the critical role
of the interpreter’s own worldview and assumptions. The history of Adventist hermeneutics can be dissected
into three overlapping yet distinct stages: 1. The period from William Miller to the mid-20th century was
characterized by an emphasis on exegetical methods and principles, coupled with a devout life of faith. This
approach may be considered too optimistic in its belief that it could free interpreters from preconceived notions.
2. From the 1970s onwards, the Adventist Church responded to the challenge of the historical-critical method
by examining the impact of hermeneutical presuppositions on biblical exegesis. While this led to a heightened
awareness of the importance of presuppositions, the solution to the problem was still sought at the level of
spiritual attitude. 3. From the late 20th century to the present, a growing academic interest in the philosophical
aspects of presuppositions emerged. This dimension has complemented the traditional emphasis on humility
and prayerfulness in interpreting Scripture.This study underscores the enduring significance of addressing
presuppositions within Adventist hermeneutics. It highlights the importance of deconstructing hermeneutical
presuppositions at philosophical (ontological) levels as well as the indispensability of one’s spiritual readiness.
This ongoing reflection is essential for the Adventist interpreters to remain faithful to the biblical teachings at
every level of interpretation.

Keywords: Biblical Hermeneutics, Hermeneutical Presuppositions, Adventist Hermeneutics, William Miller
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Introduction

“Presuppositions there must be, presuppositions
there are,” wrote Raoul Dederen in the opening
chapter of A Symposium on Biblical Hermeneutics,
astutely acknowledging the significant influence
of the interpreter’s presuppositions upon biblical
interpretation (1974, p.3). Nevertheless, within the
context of Adventist discourse on hermeneutics, it
seems that the main focus has almost always been
on the object of the act of interpretation, namely the
biblical text and its inspired writers, while the pivotal
role of the interpreter remains relatively underplayed.
The term “hermeneutics” has been used among the
Adventist circle primarily to denote methods and
principles of biblical interpretation, especially those
necessary to achieve the correct understanding of
eschatological prophetic passages.

Put differently, in Adventist theology, the topic
of biblical interpretation has largely been dealt
with within the theological discipline of revelation-
inspiration, and it appears that the issue surrounding
the interpreter, traditionally called the doctrine of
illumination, has not been extensively discussed.
Nonetheless, it is imperative that Adventist
hermeneutics be aware of the influence of the
interpreter’s presuppositions upon the resultants of
biblical interpretation, as New Testament Scholar
Graham N. Stanton rightly notes that “Presuppositions
are involved in every aspect of the relationship of the
interpreter to his text” (1977, p.61).

The objective of this study is to trace the history
of Adventist hermeneutics with a particular focus on
how the problem of the interpreter’s presuppositions
has been addressed. I will argue that Adventist
hermeneutics has undergone three stages, with some
overlap in the timeframes. The first phase was from
the time of William Miller to around the 1950s, when the
influence of the interpreter’s pre-understandings did
not receive scholarly attention and was mostly treated
as a matter of personal disposition. The second stage
was from the 1970s to the 2000s, when the church
was compelled to respond to the presuppositions
underlying the historical-critical approach to biblical
hermeneutics and identify those in harmony with
biblical fidelity. The third stage spans the last decade
of the twentieth century to the present, during which
academic interest in hermeneutical presuppositions at
the philosophical level began to emerge and explored.

This study first underscores the significance of
the topic by providing historical examples where the

interpreter’'s presuppositions became a crucial issue.
Subsequently, each of the three stages of development
will be thoroughly documented, along with analytical
remarks. While the writer is aware that the problem
has been discussed in various forums, including both
the church’s official platforms and private discussions
organized by lay members, the central focus of
this study is on the church’s official statements and
publications. Also, the term “presuppositions” in this
paper is used in its broadest sense, encompassing
factors that affect one’s act of interpretation, often
synonymous with preconceived opinions, cultural
assumptions, and personal biases.

Historical lllustrations

The question of the influences of the interpreter’s
presuppositions is not a new phenomenon in Christian
hermeneutics, and ample examples from church history
shed light on this issue. One of the earliest instances
can be found in Irenaeus’ Against Heresies (1885),
where he defended Christian orthodoxy against the
heresies of his time, notably Gnosticism. In this work,
Irenaeus criticized the Gnostic hermeneutic, stating,
“By transferring passages, and dressing them up anew,
and making one thing out of another, they succeed in
deluding many through their wicked art in adapting
the oracles of the Lord to their opinions” (p.326). The
Gnostics, Irenaeus argues, were drawing away from
the Bible's “proper connection, words, expressions,
and parables whenever found, to adapt the oracles of
God to their baseless fictions” (p.326). Commenting on
Irenaeus’ critique of the gnostic hermeneutic, church
historian Charles J. Scalise accurately observes: “In
the language of interpretation theory, we might say
that the hermeneutical presuppositions of the Gnostics
control the outcome of their exegesis” (2007, p.212).

One of the more recent instances is found in the
slavery debate during the American Civil War,
in which both proslavery and antislavery parties
appealed to the Scriptures to justify their positions, but
a definitive resolution from a purely biblical standpoint
proved elusive. President Abraham Lincoln’s oft-quoted
words from his second inaugural speech well illustrate
the conflict: “Both read the same Bible” (White, 2002,
p.18). E. Brooks Holifield argues that “More than
most other theological debates of the period---the
slavery controversy displayed the extent to which
cultural assumptions governed biblical interpretation”
(2003, p.502). For instance, he observes that “The
slaveholders’ interpretation of the golden rule--

9.
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revealed the extent to which nonegalitarian cultural
biases shaped their reading of scripture” (p.502). This
exemplifies the unavoidable force of the interpreter’s
preconceptions on the product of interpretation.

A contemporary example involves an attempt
made in the context of an ecumenical dialogue
between the Roman Catholic church and three
Protestant denominations. After the issuance of the
Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification in
1999 by the Catholic Church and the Lutheran World
Federation, a task force was formed to respond
to criticisms cast against the contents of the joint
declaration. One of the most common critiques of the
Declaration document was that it was exegetically
insufficient as it did not present enough biblical
rationale. The task force’s effort to provide adequate
exegetical evidence for the joint declaration resulted
in the publication of The Biblical Foundations of the
Doctrine of Justification (2012).

This work, however, reveals the task force’s quite
naive outlook in that it considered its responsibility as
“Not to start from the controversies of the sixteenth
century but to interpret the biblical texts in their
own context, with their own constructs, concepts,
and emphasis” (p.4). In other words, they attempted
to achieve the original meaning of biblical texts that
were supposedly untouched by “a surplus of meaning,”
that is, a connotation added by theological traditions
in the history of Christianity, and the historical-critical
method was their hermeneutical method of choice.
Their conviction in the objectivity of the historical-
critical approach is plainly stated in the following
sentence: “The different interpretations of the biblical
texts have led to division within Christianity or at
least have contributed to them---. Historical-critical
research has created serious hope of overcoming these
differences” (p.24).

That such “serious hope” is too optimistic to be
operative in theological construction is apparent from
the simple fact that even though the task force was able
to exegetically define, for instance, grace as God’s divine
initiative based on a careful examination of Pauline
corpus, how the nature and function of grace should
actually be understood depends utterly upon the
presuppositions that each interpreter has in advance.
The task force optimistically overlooks the fact that
separating the original meaning of a biblical text and
a historical and theological “surplus of meaning” is
virtually impossible. As Fernando Canale appropriately
observes: “Human understanding operates by
projecting pre-understandings on its objects. As

different persons attempt to understand the same
issue‘*-they project different perspectives on the same
evidence. From this unavoidable rational procedure
a variety of interpretations come forth” (2001b,
24). Thus, there can be no neutral process that will
yield the objective meaning that everyone involved
understands in the same way.

These historical cases from Christian hermeneutics
emphasize the importance of intentionally addressing
the interpreter’'s presuppositions. While discussing
components of hermeneutics such as interpretive
principles, exegetical methodologies, the nature
of revelation and inspiration, and the authority of
Scripture is essential for understanding the meaning of
a biblical text correctly, it is equally crucial to address
the impact of the interpreter’s preconceptions to
minimize their effects as much as possible.

The historical overview of Adventist hermeneutics
below will reveal that it did put effort into an attempt
to deal with the issue under discussion. There
have been at least three phases that Adventist
hermeneutics went through from its early years to the
present, though there were overlaps in the timeframes.
Each period confronted the challenge of hermeneutical
presuppositions with a slightly different outlook and
approach, which can be characterized as follows:
presuppositions treated primarily as the issue of piety
(from the church’s formative years to the 1950s):
gradual shift of focus (from the 1970s to the 2000s);
and presuppositions philosophically deconstructed
(from the 1990s to present).

Presuppositions Treated Primarily as the
Issue of Piety
(From the Formative Years to the 1950s)

From the church’'s formative years to around the
1950s, the issue of the interpreter’s presuppositions
was not a major focus in Adventist hermeneutics.
There seemed to be a somewhat optimistic view
among Adventists that specific exegetical methods and
principles, a correct understanding of the nature of
revelation-inspiration and the authority of Scriptures,
along with a prayerful attitude of the interpreter,
would naturally lead to the discovery of truth as it was
conveyed in Scripture.

William Miller’ s Rules of Interpretation

The history of Adventist hermeneutics needs to
start with William Miller’s “Rules of Interpretation,”
which have had “a profound effect in shaping how

_ 3.
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the Seventh-day Adventist Church has approached
the biblical text throughout its history,” according to
Jeff Crocombe, who traces the history of Adventist
hermeneutical methods and principles from the time
of the pioneers to the publication of the Handbook of
Seventh-day Adventist Theology (2014, 237). In the
1843 version of these rules, Miller outlined fourteen
principles of interpretation, which elaborated on
the nature of revelation-inspiration, the methods
appropriate to the genre of the text under study,
and the required attitude of the Bible student. Don
Neufeld, in discussing Miller’s rules and their impact
on Adventist prophetic interpretation, demonstrates
that early leaders of the Adventist movement widely
employed the following general principles: (1) Sola
scriptura; (2) The unity of Scripture; (3) Let Scripture
explain Scripture; (4) The words of the Bible must be
given their proper meaning; (5) Attention to context
and historical backgrounds; (6) The Bible must be
interpreted according to the plain, obvious, and literal
import unless a figure is employed; and (7) The
typological principle (1974, pp.117-121). Neufeld, along
with Crocombe, cites several early Adventist leaders,
such as John N. Loughborough, Joshua V. Himes, and
J. H. Waggoner, who followed these basic interpretive
methods recommended by Miller throughout his life as
an effective Bible expositor.

There is a sense, however, that early Adventist
interpreters believed that once these methods
were properly applied and an attitude of faith was
established, the Word of God would be clearly
understood. Symbolic in this regard is how Miller
went through a conversion and began studying the
Scriptures himself. He wrote: “I lost all taste for other
reading, and applied my heart to get wisdom from
God. I laid by all commentaries, former views and
prepossessions, and determined to read and try to
understand for myself. I then began the reading of
the Bible in a methodical manner” (1841, p.11). He
recollected that he simply laid aside his “former views
and preconceived notions,” as if doing so would free
his mind from preconceived ideas and opinions.

Problems in Bible Translation (1954)

In response to the publication of the Revised
Standard Version from 1946 to 1952, the Committee
on Problems in Bible Translation, appointed by the
General Conference Committee, prepared and issued a
study called Problems in Bible Translation in 1954. As
indicated by its subtitle, “a study of certain principles
of Bible translation and interpretation, together with an

examination of several Bible texts in the light of these
principles,” this book not only addresses the question
of Bible translations but also summarizes Seventh-day
Adventists’ understanding of the principles of biblical
interpretation. The book revisits the hermeneutical
concerns of previous generations, specifically
addressing the issue of revelation-inspiration and the
appropriate methods and principles of interpretation.

This project is highly significant for the purpose of
this study since it explicitly and at length addresses
the issue of how the interpreter’s presuppositions
affect the outcome of exegesis, possibly marking the
first time this issue is discussed in detail in an official
church publication. The author plainly acknowledges
that “One’s thinking is inevitably conditioned by
his background of experience and training” (1954,
p91). The climate of opinion in which the interpreter
has to operate determines “frame of reference,” or
perspective, from which he views truth. In large
measure this perspective determines the conclusions
he draws in his study” (p.91). The presence of
preconceived opinions can blind the student of the
Bible to new ideas, even those supported by clear
evidence, resulting in their study becoming “a review
of reasons for retaining one’s own opinions” and “an
arbitrary search for proof texts to prove’ conclusions
already decided upon” (p.91). The sincere student
of Scripture is expected to “eliminate the personal
element from all their thinking and study” as much as
possible (p.92). It should be noted, based on the author’
s suggestion to avoid “unwillingness to devote time
and effort to further study” and a “dogmatic attitude,”
that the issue of preconceived opinions was primarily
discussed as a problem related to the interpreter’s
spiritual posture.

Summary

Adventist hermeneutics from the nineteenth century
to the first half of the twentieth century revolved
around three basic concerns, namely, the revelation-
inspiration of Scripture, methods and principles of
biblical interpretations, and the interpreter’s dispositions
as a believer. The assumption was that when these
conditions were met, then the process of interpretation
would go without difficulty. From today’s standpoint,
where it is almost universally agreed that “one cannot
simply set aside the presuppositions and approach the
text from a detached viewpoint and reach objective
scientific results quite untainted by assumptions”
(Norman, 1993, p.58), such hermeneutics may be
considered as quite optimistic.

4
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I agree with George Reid, who, in responding to the
question “Does a Seventh-day Adventist Hermeneutic
Exist?” states that “Prior to 1950 there seems to have
been substantial unity on the essentials” (1991, p.69).
He then identifies several areas in which an agreement
was shared among Adventists, which are basically
replicates of the principles that Neufeld summarizes.
Reid then makes a critical comment: “Today this
hermeneutical approach is criticized by some internal
critics as naive, and to a point their observations
have some validity” (p.70, italics supplied). Although
Reid does not specify what is specifically criticized
as naive, it can be assumed that he believes that
merely developing several interpretive principles and
affirming the divine origin of Scripture is not sufficient.
However, these concerns have remained central in
the church’s discussions on biblical interpretation ever
since.

Gradual Shift of Focus
(From the 1970s to the 2000s)

A new development began to appear in Adventist
discussion of biblical hermeneutics due largely to
the church’s urgent need to respond to those willing
to adapt the historical-critical method of biblical
interpretation. However, it was after the publication
of “Methods of Bible Study” in 1986 that the issue of
hermeneutical presuppositions began to receive careful
and academic attention.

A Symposium on Biblical Hermeneutics
(1974)

In 1974, with the aim of addressing the
methodological tension between the historical-
grammatical method of biblical interpretation and
the historical-critical method, three eight-day Bible
conferences were held, sponsored by the Biblical
Research Committee of the General Conference.
These conferences resulted in the publication of
A Symposium on Biblical Hermeneutics, which
became the primary and most influential Seventh-
day Adventist hermeneutical exposition until
Understanding Scripture (2006).

The Symposium reaffirmed the traditional view
on the authority of Scripture and understanding
of revelation-inspiration upheld by the previous
generations. While the issue of hermeneutical
presuppositions was mentioned, it was treated
as something that could be resolved through the
interpreter’s spiritual sincerity, much like it was

presented in Problems in Bible Translation. Gerhard
F. Hasel, in his chapter titled “Principles of Biblical
Interpretation,” wrote under the subheading
“Objectivity and Interpretation” that “It is a well-
known truism that absolute objectivity is not available.
It is equally true that one cannot apply the so-called
empty-head principle, whereby it is supposed that one
can drop all preconceived notions and opinions” (G.
Hasel, 1974, p.169). Hasel argued that in order for the
interpreter “to silence his personal wishes with regard
to the outcome of the interpretation, it is God Himself
who through the Bible and the Holy Spirit creates in
the interpreter the necessary presuppositions and the
essential perspective for understanding Scripture”
(p.170). At this point, the issue of the interpreter’s
presuppositions was still dealt with primarily within
the context of personal spirituality.

Methods of Bible Study Committee Report
(1986)

Up to this point in the history of Adventist
hermeneutics, the belief that the interpreter’s
presuppositions needed to be shaped by and aligned
with the testimony of Scripture had been affirmed and
embraced but had not been given specific content. In
other words, interpreters were encouraged to reshape
their preunderstanding according to the biblical
worldview, but the nature of this biblical view was not
explicitly specified.

In 1986, during the Annual Council of the General
Conference in Rio de Janeiro, a document titled
“Methods of Bible Study,” prepared by a specially
appointed committee, was voted upon. This document
was intended to address questions regarding the use
of the historical-critical method in biblical interpretation.
The document was noteworthy because it went
beyond previous church documents and publications
by explicitly acknowledging that different methods
of biblical interpretation were derived from different
hermeneutical presuppositions. In its preamble, the
document articulated its fundamental hermeneutical
position, urging Adventist Bible students “to avoid
relying on the use of the presuppositions and the
resultant deductions associated with the historical-
critical method” (1986, para.4). It then delineates
presuppositions arising from the claims of Scripture
under two subheadings (“Origin” and “Authority”),
highlighting the Scripture’s divine origin, its indivisible
union of human and divine elements, its authoritative
status in hermeneutics, and its harmony with extra-
biblical sources of revelation. The Adventist conviction

-5 -
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that “Presuppositions regarding the Scriptures must
be in harmony with the claims of the Scriptures and
subject to correction by them,” a belief long held since
the time of the pioneers, was finally formalized. (1986,
sec.2-2-4).

Understanding Scripture: An Adventist
Approach (2006)

In 2006, Biblical Research Institute of the Seventh-
day Adventists published a book titled Understanding
Scripture: An Adventist Approach. This compilation
of articles by global Adventist biblical and systematic
theologians aimed “to uncover modes of interpretation
that arise from the Scriptures themselves, which
requires affirmation of the universality of final truth,
with God as its ultimate source” (Reid, 2006, xi). The
book followed and deepened the basic trajectory set
forth in the Rio document from 1986, providing specific
guidelines and examples of a historical-biblical model
of interpretation. Two contributors who discussed
the problem of hermeneutical presuppositions are
mentioned here.

First is Frank M. Hasel, who rightly acknowledged
the gravity of the hermeneutical challenge when
he stated, “Interpreters of the Bible cannot divest
themselves from their own past, their experiences,
resident ideas, and preconceived notions and opinions”
(2006, p.27). He then outlined the effect of sin on the
interpreter of Scripture, such as pride, self-deception,
and doubt, and noted that because God meets us “in
Scripture and meets us there for a specific purpose,
the approach to the study of Scripture on any other
terms than those delineated in God's Word is to come
to God with a wrong attitude” (p.33). He described
necessary attitudes and presuppositions for biblical
interpreters, which includes openness and honesty,
faith, humility, obedience, love, and prayer.

The second perspective was provided by Lael O.
Caeser, who demonstrated how cultural environment
could contribute to different approaches to biblical
interpretation. He maintained that “Although personal
presuppositions do not determinate what reality is,
they define the way an individual experiences the
reality” and attempted to “consider how the issue
of personal presuppositions relates to the biblical
interpretive principle of sola scriptura” (2006, p.271).
Utilizing discourses from Black theology, South
Korean Minjung theology, feminist theology, and other
culture-laden theologies, he argued that “conscious,
subconscious, or unconscious a priori commitments
to self-vindication and against the other in Bible

reading challenge the authority of sacred Scripture
and compromise the transcendency of the sola
scriptura principle” (p.279). The starting point of these
theologies was “self and the group of selves,” but “if
the point of departure is personal experience rather
than divine revelation, their conclusions can hardly
be balanced or ultimately beneficial to themselves or
anyone else” (p.279).

The significance of Caeser’s chapter in this book
is that it effectively demonstrated how certain
preconceived opinions and viewpoints could actually
affect the results of interpretations. A careful
consideration of one’s immediate cultural environment
is in this sense indispensable.

Summary

During this period, the focal concern of Adventist
hermeneutics revolved around the threats posed by
those willing to use the historical-critical method in
their interpretations of Bible passages. The Adventist
Church, through the publication of systematic and
biblical studies in the field of hermeneutics, expressed
its awareness of the gravity of this issue and began
identifying biblical presuppositions that interpreters of
Scripture must possess.

Presuppositions Philosophically
Deconstructed
(From the 1990s to the Present)

In his examination of the metaphysical dimension
of ecumenical dialogues between the Catholic Church
and the Lutheran Church, Catholic theologian Charles
Morerod, OP, drives home the point when he says
that “no one can avoid philosophical presuppositions,
and the more seriously the theologian takes them,
the more he is free of them” (2006, p.161). Indeed,
the presuppositions that the interpreter might
possess have a philosophical dimension that should
be approached in a way radically different than the
problem of cultural environment or personal spiritual
and intellectual dispositions. Adventist theologians
have gone beyond what has been confirmed in the
church’s previous statements on the principles and
methods of biblical interpretation, moving further than
simply responding to the historical-critical approach’s
naturalist worldview and affirming the authority
and inspiration of Scripture. What characterizes
these theologians is their great attention to often
unrecognized philosophical presuppositions and their
influence on the task of biblical hermeneutics.

-6 -
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Fernando Canale: Deconstruction of Macro
Hermeneutics

Fernando Canale is arguably one of the first
and most influential Adventist theologians to give
academic attention to the issue of hermeneutical
presuppositions at the philosophical level. His
theological analytical method employs the language
of Hans Kiing, who differentiated three levels of
hermeneutics: micro, meso, and macro hermeneutics
(2001b, p.20). Micro hermeneutics refers to the level
of interpretation of biblical texts and thus revolves
around biblical exegesis; meso hermeneutics deals
with the sphere of doctrinal interpretation, thus
constituting an area of systematic theology; and macro-
level hermeneutics is related to the philosophical basis
for the other two levels, dealing with things such
as the reality of God, human nature, the world, and
knowledge. His theological project, first, endeavors
to carefully examine the macro hermeneutics of
theological traditions and movements, including such
groups as Roman Catholicism, Evangelicalism, the
Emerging Church movement, open theism, and so
on, and, second, to deconstruct the Protestantized
Adventist hermeneutics with the reappreciation of the
hermeneutical function of the biblical sanctuary.

Canale maintains that the Protestant Reformers
criticized Roman Catholic theology in doctrinal
(meso) and biblical interpretive (micro)
battlegrounds but “never challenged traditional
philosophical interpretations of foundational macro
hermeneutical principles” derived from Platonic
and Aristotelian ontologies, simply accepted them
without due questioning (p.265). The same holds
true for evangelical theology, which “carried over
the ontological macro hermeneutical guidance of
Platonic ontology via its adoption of key notions from
Augustinian theology” (2005, p.12).

His conviction is that Adventist theology, despite its
original vision with Bible-based macro-hermeneutical
presuppositions, is facing a “subtle and implicit shift
in the macro hermeneutics of Adventist theological
methodology,” which “becomes the basis of the
protestantization of Adventism we experience in
the twenty first century” (2011, 103). Thus, unless
Adventist theology starts paying attention to and
deconstructing its hermeneutical presuppositions at
the macro level, the church will fail in accomplishing
its mission of being the remnant faithful to the word of
God.

Canale’s theological project is so extensive and
wide-ranging that no simple summary will do justice

to it. Canale’s contributions are that he helped
Adventist hermeneutics to realize that its task is not
merely to recognize the presence of hermeneutical
presuppositions but also to intentionally construct
them according to the principles and patterns found
through the reading of Scripture.

John Peckham: A Canonical Model

John C. Peckham’s award-winning The Love of God:
A Canonical Model (2015) has earned him a reputation
as a competent academic and professional. In this
work that explores the concept of divine love, he takes
what he calls “a canonical approach.” He maintains that
the classical understandings of the love of God tend
to move from the presupposed ontology of God to the
doctrine of divine love, with the former preceding and
shaping the latter. A canonical approach, as Peckham
employs in his study, “inverts the prevalent order by
first investigating the canonical depiction of divine
love, while temporarily bracketing out (epoché), as
much as possible, ontological presuppositions” (p.45).

Peckham elsewhere elaborates on this approach,
noting that with it, “one closely reads and exegetes
the canonical text itself in order to inform and (where
necessary) transform one’s doctrine (meso) and the
wider conceptual framework (macro) via an ongoing
hermeneutical spiral” so that one’s conceptual and
dogmatic framework move closer to those found in
the canonical text (2016, p.213). Such a hermeneutical
methodology denotes a departure from Adventist
approaches to hermeneutical presuppositions that
precede him, in the sense that the issue of the
interpreter’s preconceived ideas, specifically of his
or her philosophical presuppositions, is undertaken
not just as a matter of a prayerful attitude or simple
reaffirmation of traditional methods and principles of
biblical interpretation.

It should be pointed out, however, that Peckham
does highlight the importance of spiritual dispositions
in the hermeneutical acts as he writes: “For the
canonical interpreter---recognition of the nature of
the canon as canon engenders the posture of humility
and submission to Scripture, willingness to have
one’s theology ruled by the canon” (2013, 218). The
canonical method calls for a self-critical posture that
properly acknowledges the judging authority of the
canon. What gives it a nuance that is different from the
preceding affirmation of an upright attitude may be
that he structurally explains the necessity of humble
disposition in constructing his theological method.

Peckham successfully demonstrates the effectiveness
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of the canonical hermeneutical method in his Love of
God by applying it to the theophatic language found
in Scripture. He deconstructed the traditional view of
God’s timeless ontology, in which God is unchangeable
and impassible, and replaced it with his temporal and
spatial ontology, which makes God's act of loving (and
being loved by) others possible.

Biblical Hermeneutics: An Adventist
Approach (2020)

Subsequent to the publication of Interpreting
Scripture: Bible Questions and Answers in 2010, which
marked the second volume in the Biblical Research
Institute Studies series on hermeneutics, this collection
of studies serves as a direct response to a request
made by a delegate at the 2015 General Conference
Session in San Antonio. The proposal was to “take time
to study and to bring together what our hermeneutic
really is, because we're using two very different ones”
(2020, p.2). This work represents the global church’s
attempt to systematize and synthesize the principles
of biblical interpretation that remain faithful to the sola
Scriptura norm. Its goal is to provide a unified and
coherent framework for understanding and applying
the teachings of the Bible across diverse cultural and
theological contexts. It should be viewed as an update
and complement to Understanding Scripture, covering
mostly overlapping topics in the area.

The chapter titled “Presuppositions in Hermeneutics”
authored by Kwabena Donkor is one of the first in
the institute’s official publications on hermeneutics
that deals with hermeneutical presuppositions at the
philosophical level. Donkor suggests two categories
of hermeneutical presuppositions: theoretical
and nontheoretical. The nontheoretical biblical
presuppositions are those dispositions of the interpreter
that result from the person’s being subjected to the
influence of human sinfulness. These include pride,
self-deception, doubt, and separation from God. He
then underscores the importance of attributes such
as openness, honesty, and humility, placing similar
emphasis to that made by Hasel in the first volume of
the series. Donkor in this sense positions himself within
the intellectual history of Adventist hermeneutics,
which places major significance on the interpreter’s
preparedness at the level of personal spiritual attitude
and value. Although in Donkor's work, these attitude
traits receive only minimal attention, occupying less
than a page in terms of space allocation, they are
nonetheless presented as undoubtedly crucial.

Donkor’s main concern lies in the theoretical

presuppositions, by which he means the conceptual
assumptions of the hermeneut at the level of
ontology and epistemology. His conviction is that the
interpreter’s view of reality at the ontological (macro)
level inevitably informs how he or she approaches the
biblical text. Thus, being aware of one’s theoretical
presuppositions and reformulating them according
to the biblical worldview is essential. Donkor then
endeavors to elucidate how Scripture delineates the
macro-level framework of reality within the realms
of theology proper, anthropology, and cosmology. He
notes: “the Bible takes center stage in providing the
necessary presuppositions for the interpretive task
as well as shaping the framework of the interpreter”
(p.20).

This (re)shaping is a dynamic and ongoing process
likened to a spiral movement that starts from the
biblical text, which should be examined as to how it
can expand one’s understanding of God and the world.
The resultant ontological framework, in turn, forms the
background upon which the act of interpretation can
happen faithfully to Scripture without one’s personal
prejudices as much as possible.

Summary

For the first time in its history, Adventist
hermeneutics during this period began to pay scholarly
attention to the problem of ontological presuppositions
that may affect the interpreter’s choice and use of
interpretive methods and construction of theological
doctrines, albeit the issue of the interpreter’s attitudes
remains considered critical. Considering the long-
term professorships of both Canale and Peckham at
the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary,
the church’s flagship institution for theological
education, where they taught courses on hermeneutics
and theological methods, their contributions are of
immense significance in the sense that they brought
philosophical sophistication to the area under
discussion, which will be carefully examined by
subsequent generations of pastors and theologians.

Conclusion

Any discussion of biblical hermeneutics should
consider the role of the interpreter’'s presuppositions
since “interpretation without presuppositions is an
impossibility” (Donkor, 2020, p.29). The historical
overview of Adventist hermeneutics thus far has
demonstrated that this aspect of the interpretive
process was never neglected in its history. The
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Millerites and early Adventists were enthusiastic in
their search for proper methodologies and principles
that would enable them to engage with biblical texts
while being guided solely by Scripture itself. William
Miller’s rules of interpretation laid a foundation
upon which succeeding generations based their
interpretation of Scripture. While it may be argued
that they were in a certain sense naive in believing
that the right methods and principles, combined with
a devout life of faith and prayer, would totally free
them from the influence of preconceived notions, the
emphasis on a life of prayer has nonetheless long been
a cherished characteristic of Adventist hermeneutics
and rightfully so.

A slight shift of focus occurred when the church
found itself needing to address the use of the
historical-critical method. This shift led to a closer
examination of presuppositions and their impact on
biblical exegesis. In twenty-first-century Adventist
theology, owing to the contributions of scholars
like Fernando Canale and John Peckham, there is
a recognition of the philosophical dimension of the
interpreter’s presuppositions. The spiral movement
between a careful deconstruction of hermeneutical
presuppositions at exegetical, doctrinal, and
philosophical levels and their reformulation according
to the worldview of the Scripture is now considered
essential, complementing the long-standing emphasis
on attitudes of humility and prayerfulness.

As Bruce Norman aptly states, "Consciously or
unconsciously everyone, including Christians, operate
with certain assumptions. Neither conservatives nor
liberals, theologians or exegetes can claim to be free
from them” (1993, p.58). What this entails is that the
self-critical effort in identifying and reshaping one’s
presupposition cannot have an ending point. The
process has to be dynamic and open-ended, and the
result humbly tentative. This principle resonates with
the long-standing posture within the Adventist church,
which refrains from asserting that it exhaustively
comprehends the Bible's teachings. In this regard, the
theoretical dimension (philosophical deconstruction)
and the non-theoretical dimension (life of faith and
prayer) cannot be regarded as distinct endeavors but
rather as intimately interconnected and complemental;
the former must be built upon the latter. Only then
the Adventist hermeneut can be faithful to the account
of the Bible at every possible level.
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Cultivating the Spirit of an Adventist Nurse at Saniku Gakuin College

ENDA, Kiyomil TAMANAHA, Fumil GOTO, Yoshikol

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to identify distinctive features of Adventist Nursing education in Japan
that could promote the spirit of Adventist Nursing in Nursing students. Interviews were conducted with five current
and retired nursing professors at Saniku Gakuin College in Japan. The transcripts of the interviews subsequently
analyzed in alignment with the three core constructs of Adventist Nursing outlined by Jones, et al. (2017/2020):
Caring, Connecting, and Empowering. A total of eleven categories were derived, encompassing concepts such as
Respect for the individual as God's creation (Caring), 'Wholistic educational engagement (Connecting), 'Education
centered on prayer (Connecting), and 'Communicating the spirit of Wholistic Nursing (Empowering).' The findings
of this research suggested that Adventist Nursing education in Japan is characterized by an emphasis on Wholistic
care for both students and patients that is based on Biblical principles, as well as educational practices focused on
nurturing students’ character development. The results also highlight the challenge of sustaining this distinctive
approach as an Adventist educational community with a stance that is both prayerful and relevant to the evolving
societal context.

Keywords: Adventist Nurse, Nursing Education, Nursing Student, Basic Nursing Education
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A Literature Review : The Continuous Support in Health Care
KrTADA, Hiroyo 1, SAITO, Yasuko 2

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to clarify the continuous support in Japan through a review of literature
and to examine suggestions for the support. Research articles reporting the continuous support were searched on the
Web version of the Center Medical Journal, 36 articles were categorized into the following four areas; 1) maternal and
child health, 2) home care discharge support, 3) prevention of frailty and end-of-life home care, 4) mental health. In
the case of maternal and child health, the support period was up to one month after giving birth. In other areas, the
support continued according to the needs of the recipients. This review suggests the essence of continuous support is
for people who face problems in their daily lives, and a population approach is preferable.

Keywords : Literature Review, Continuous Support, Seamless Support
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Sociological Analyses of Professional Activities of Yogo Teachers
(School Nurse-Teachers) as depicted in Manga

SHINOHARA, Sugao !

Abstract : The purposes of this study were to clarify the following three points using Manga works depicting
“Yogo teachers” (school nurse-teachers) in Japan. 1) the characteristics of the professional activities of Yogo
teachers as depicted in manga works, 2) differences between the activities in manga works and the actual
situation of Yogo teachers, and 3) people's perspectives on Yogo teachers as suggested by the manga works.
Analyses of 20 manga works from 2015-2022 depicting Yogo teachers revealed the following. 1) First aid and
health consultations were frequently depicted in the manga works. Health consultations were depicted in detail,
while first aid was described briefly. Other duties were less frequently depicted in manga works. 2) Comparing
the proportion of activities appearing in the manga works with the proportion of actual activities, the proportion
of first aid appeared in the manga and the proportion of actual activities by Yogo teachers were almost identical.
Health consultations were addressed by Yogo teachers in more than the manga works. In general, the proportion
of actual activities tackled by Yogo teachers tended to be higher than the proportion of activities appearing
in the manga works. 3) Actual Yogo teachers perform both instrumental and expressive functions, but in the
manga works the expressive functions were depicted in more detail than the instrumental functions. This may
indicate a representation of people's perspective that "expressive = feminine" and "Yogo teacher = feminine
profession".

Keywords: Yogo Teacher (School Nurse-Teacher), Manga, Professional Activities
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A Review of Experiential Learning Theory:
A Practical Approach to Learning and Student Engagement

KORANTENG, Samuel 1

Abstract : Abstract : Kolb’s Experiential Learning Theory is one of the learning theories that aims to make
learning interactive, meaningful, and delightful to students. This paper focuses on reviewing Experiential Learning
Theory and how it can enhance learning in the classroom to make it more engaging. The discussions in this
paper present a definition and history of Experiential Learning Theory, with a clear explanation of some of its key
components. Two components highlighted in this paper are the Experiential Learning Cycle and the Educator Roles
and Teaching Around the Learning Cycle. In this paper, I examine how these two cycles are employed to inform
the implementation of the Experiential Learning Theory in the classroom. A step-by-step demonstration shows
how to implement Experiential Learning Theory in the classroom, including a sample lesson illustrating the theory
in practice. Learning can be fun, and indeed, it should be. Students should learn because they see the value and
the necessity of the knowledge they are exposed to. Therefore, based on the information presented in this paper,
Experiential Learning Theory has the potential to transform a passive learning environment into an active one
where all students actively engage with the subject matter, teachers, and classmates in a productive way. It is also
demonstrated in this article that Experiential Learning Theory presents a holistic approach to learning that has the
potential to develop in students 21st-century skills necessary to inspire them to greater heights in their educational
aspirations and future employment.

Keywords : Experience, Learning, Interactivity.

Introduction seldom or never expressed their opinions in the

classroom. In a similar study of university students,

The classroom should be a place where the
transaction of ideas and opinions occurs. It should be
where divergent views are expressed, debated, and
investigated for facts or truths; this is how knowledge
is acquired. However, this description may not be
the case in many Japanese secondary and tertiary
classrooms. As suggested by Albertson (2020) and
Cheikhna (2020), a significant number of Japanese
students are passive learners and less engaged in
the classroom. There is less student-to-teacher and
student-to-student engagement. Students ask few
questions and seldom express their opinions.

In a study of 1,481 valid responses from high school
students, Okada (2015) states that 62% of students

Okada (2017) reported that about “45% of the
university students seldom or never asked questions
in class” and about “60% seldom or never expressed
their opinions in class.” Some of the reasons given for
this situation were as follows: (a) 7.1% felt “expressing
opinions is not necessary”; (b) 18.8% stated, “I have
no opinions”; and (c) 6.5% of the students felt that
“there is no reason for expressing opinions” (p. 94).
Furthermore, Okada (2017) reported that 48% of
respondents felt uncomfortable asking questions in
class. Among the reasons for students feeling this
way were 13.7% indicated they felt “shy/unconfident,”
16.1% also felt an “uncomfortable atmosphere to ask
questions” prevailed in the classroom, 12.9% indicated
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they did “not feel like asking questions,” and 5.6% of
the students “worry about disturbing” the teacher or
perhaps the classroom atmosphere (Okada, 2017, p.
94). This study suggests that a significant proportion
of students are not actively engaged in the classroom.
They are in class to absorb what the teacher presents
and reproduce it during exams.

Based on the above description, a transformational
change is needed. Therefore, the question is, can this
passive classroom atmosphere be changed into an
active one? What can be done to make students more
accountable for their learning? How can teachers
present their lessons to make them more engaging
to meet the needs of students? How can teachers
develop critical thinking, active communication and
collaboration, and creativity in the classroom? This
study focuses on exploring the role Experiential
Learning Theory (ELT) could play in transforming
such a passive learning environment into a more
active and vibrant one where students and teachers
can exchange ideas and opinions freely to enhance
learning.

Experiential Learning Theory

Experiences are not just stories to share; they are
fountains of knowledge and wisdom. Learning from
personal experience is ubiquitous in life as far as
human existence is concerned. Therefore, ELT seeks
to incorporate a student's personal experiences in
and out of the classroom into their learning process.
Experiential Learning Theory is “a holistic, adaptive
learning process that merges experience, perceptions,
cognitions, and behavior” (McCarthy, 2016, p. 91).
Its holistic nature implies that it incorporates all the
multiple intelligences of the student into the learning
process. This holistic approach applies to individuals,
groups, and organizations (Kolb & Kolb, 2011). It
basically fits every situation and learning environment.
Experiential Learning Theory is a personal, hands-on
learning approach (McDonald, 2023). It allows students
to contrast their personal experiences with the
knowledge they acquire in the classroom (Kolb, 2015).
It is widely used in management learning research
and practice. It is used to conduct research worldwide;
thus, it is cross-culturally applicable (Covington &
Romero, 2019). It is used for problem-solving, decision-
making, and strategy formulation in the management
learning process. Also, ELT is particularly influential
in formulating educational programs in management
training and development (Kolb & Kolb, 2011). It is

also used in higher educational settings (Kolb & Kolb,

2017; Gavillet, 2019). Biicking (2021) suggests that

more must be done to incorporate ELT into higher

educational institutions.

Experiential Learning Theory is student-centered
and emphasizes the needs of students (McPherson-
Geyser, Villiers, and Kavai, 2020). It considers
the cognitive level of the student, their personal
experiences, opinions, and overall personal attributes.
Experiential Learning Theory allows students to
develop critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity,
and life-long learning skills through its hands-on
approach to learning (Hanisyah, Winarko, Elfitria, &
Ardiansyah, 2023; Taylor & Fratto, 2012). Problems
are not solved by reading or listening to lectures about
them. Problems are solved by hands-on engagement
with the problem, and experience gained from such
occasions remains longer in memory. It is natural to
remember the things one does more efficiently than
what one hears. Thus, experiential learning does
more than teach students a subject; it ensures they
remember and understand what they learn and can
apply it in real-world situations.

Smith (as cited in Ord, 2012) outlines three
assumptions of experiential learning. They are as
follows:

(a) people learn best when they are personally

involved in the learning experience; (b) knowledge

has to be discovered by the individual if it is to
have any significant meaning to them or make

a difference in their behavior; and (c) a person's

commitment to learning is highest when they are

free to set their own learning objectives and are able
to actively pursue them within a given framework.

(p. 55)

According to Kolb and Kolb (2011), ELT operates
on six fundamental principles that all ELT scholars
share. They are as follows:

1. Learning is best conceived as a process, not in
terms of outcomes.

2. All learning is re-learning. Learning is best
facilitated by a process that draws out the students’
beliefs and ideas about a topic so that they can be
examined, tested, and integrated with new, more
refined ideas.

3. Learning requires the resolution of the conflict
between dialectically opposed modes of adaptation to
the world. Conflict, difference, and disagreement are
what drive the learning process.

4. Learning is a holistic process of adaptation. It
1s not just the result of cognition but involves the
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integrated functioning of the total person - thinking,

feeling, perceiving, and behaving. It encompasses

other specialized models of adaptation from the
scientific method to problem-solving, decision-
making, and creativity.

5. Learning results from synergetic transactions
between the person and the environment. Stable
and enduring patterns of human learning arise from
consistent patterns of the transaction between the
individual and his or her environment. The choices
and decisions we make, to some extent, determine
the events we live through, and these events
influence our future choices. Thus, people create
themselves through the choice of actual occasions
they live through.

6. Learning is the process of creating knowledge.
ELT proposes a constructivist theory of learning
whereby social knowledge is created and recreated
in the personal knowledge of the learner. This
process is unlike the transmission model, where pre-
existing fixed ideas are transmitted to the learner.
These assumptions and principles presented by

Smith and Kolb form the theoretical framework to

guide the use of ELT.

According to Kolb and Kolb (2011), the ELT
learning process can be portrayed as a cycle or spiral
where the learner moves from stages of experiencing,
reflecting, thinking, and acting, as demonstrated in
Figure 1. Kolb and Kolb (2011) suggest that concrete
experiences represent the basis for observation and
reflection. The individual or collective reflections are
assimilated and distilled into abstract concepts. From
the abstract concepts emerge new implications for
action. The newly discovered implications are actively
tested to guide the creation of new experiences. Healey
and Jenkins (2000) also suggest that the ELT cycle is
flexible enough to allow students to begin at any of the
four stages depending on their level of competency.
However, all four stages must be completed, and the
process could be repeated to ensure that an effective
link is made at each stage.

History of Experiential Learning Theory

Experiential Learning Theory was popularized in
the 1980s by David Kolb. Before this, in 1971, Kolb
developed the Learning Style Inventory to assess
individual student's learning styles. This instrument
was designed as an educational tool to assist students
in understanding their learning processes through their
experiences and to develop a personalized approach
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Concrete
Experience
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Active Reflective
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Converging Assimilating
Abstract
Conceptualization
Thinking

Figure 1. Experiential learning cycle

to learning (McCarthy, 2010). This theory developed
into what is known as Experiential Learning Theory.
Experiential Learning Theory has the pioneering
works of John Dewey, Kurt Lewin, and Jean Piaget
as its foundation. Dewey and Lewin emphasized that
learning is a "dialectic process integrating experience
and concepts, observations and actions. The impulses
of experience give ideas their moving force, and
ideas give direction to impulse" (Kolb, 1984, p. 21). In
essence, the experiences a person gains from daily
interactions direct a person's academic pursuit. Dewey
argued that it was vital to reflect on experiences to
learn important lessons or gain meaning that could
be applied to future experiences (Kolb & Kolb, 2017).
In addition, the lessons learned from reflecting on
experiences could also be applied to the acquisition of
new knowledge.

Piaget further suggested that "the key to
learning is the mutual interaction of the process of
accommodation of concept or schemas to experience
in the world and the process of assimilation of events
and experiences from the world into existing concepts
and schemas" (Kolb, 1984, p. 23). It is important to
recognize that Dewey and Piaget view the interactions
between experience and concepts or schemas as a
developmental process an individual passes through.
Meanwhile, it is vital to acknowledge that this process
does not occur in a vacuum but in society. Through
interaction with society, the learner, regardless of
age or gender, encounters different situations that
generate new experiences, which become new learning
opportunities.

Experiences are personal and social because they
occur in social surroundings where the environment
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adds to the richness of the experience (Moon, 2004).
Therefore, learning occurs when students can reflect
and make connections between internal or external
experiences and classroom content. In that sense, the
environment plays a vital role in shaping ideas and
opinions. The social environment provides stimulus,
and the corresponding response results in learning
(Kolb, 1984). Therefore, as the name suggests,
Experiential Learning Theory relies on experience
as a source of knowledge that complements concepts
or schema. Over the years, experiential learning has
evolved into other types of learning pedagogy, which
include Active Learning, Problem-Based Learning,
Inquiry-Based Learning, Service-Learning, and Place-
Based Learning (Wurdinger & Carlson, 2010; Moor,
2013). These are but a few branches ELT has grown
over the years. However, ELT is still growing, and
there is still more to be discovered.

The Strengths and Challenges of
Experiential Learning Theory

Experiential Learning Theory is immersive because
it incorporates mental, emotional, and physical
intelligence into a task. It is a hands-on experience
of knowledge acquisition that often extends beyond
the confines of the classroom, leading to lifelong
learning. Slavich and Zimbardo (2012) outline the
multidimensional advantages of experiential learning
in the following statement. ELT “enables students
to reshape their understanding of a concept through
experience, develop self-confidence and self-efficacy by
applying their capabilities to achieve success” (p. 594).
ELT provides the opportunity for personal growth,
student maturity, and character development.

It allows students to apply their knowledge to real-
life situations, receive instant coaching and feedback,
and develop reflective practice habits (Silver, 2021). It
also revives and develops other skills that, if otherwise,
might be dormant in a lecture-oriented classroom.
Krbec and Currie (2015) state that “students become
more interested and engaged, retain the information
better and for longer periods and learn how to
apply otherwise elusive theoretical constructs" (p.
125). Thus, students gain more than just theoretical
knowledge of a subject; they also develop critical
thinking, collaboration, and practical skills to solve
problems in that field of expertise.

As good as ELT may sound, there are some
challenges also associated with implementing such
a teaching method. Some of the issues identified

include the cost involved in setting up simulations
or locating and placing students in a real-world
learning environment (Aggarwal &Wu, 2019). For
instance, activities such as overseas trips often
place a substantial financial burden on institutions
and students. Other issues are limited interaction
between teachers and individuals or groups of
students. For instance, the time allotted for coaching
would be limited in a large class where the teacher
has more groups to work with. In connection with
time, teachers may find experiential learning time-
consuming. The time needed for planning, preparation,
and implementation would be more compared to what
would be required for a lecture-style class.

Challenges also exist when some of the activities
require the participation of the local community or
third parties. Teachers may face challenges organizing
and coordinating such activities. Finally, as Goldman
(2013) suggests, asking teachers to integrate
experiential learning into the traditional curriculum
may be challenging. Teachers who have not grasped
the principles of experiential learning may produce
poor results in their implementation. Nevertheless,
despite the challenges mentioned, many of these
issues can be resolved through proper planning and
implementation.

Experiential Learning Theory
in the Classroom

There are two essential issues that need to be
addressed to make effective use of the ELT in the
classroom. First of all, how will the ELT meet the
needs of students, and secondly, how would it impact
teaching in the classroom? The ELT model recognizes
that learning occurs in different ways for every
student. It takes into account that each student is
unique and has a different learning style. This aspect
of ELT could be considered as one of its strengths.
The ELT cycle, first mentioned in Figure 1, consists
of four domains that illustrate the different learning
styles of students. These four domains are elaborated
on by Ka and Chan (2013):

1. Diverging (concrete, reflective): The critical points
of emphasis here are innovation, imagination, and
observation rather than action. Students akin to
this learning style observe things from various
perspectives, gather information, and try to
imagine solutions to problems.

2. Assimilating (abstract, reflective): At this stage,
the learner combines different observations
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and thoughts to generate an integrated view of
an event. Learners apply a concise and logical
approach to the topic and prefer a concise
explanation in learning rather than practical
opportunities.

3. Converging (abstract, active): This learning style
focuses on the practical application of ideas and
problem-solving. The learners who adopt this style
prefer technical tasks and look for practical ways
to apply their ideas.

4. Accommodating (concrete, active):This learning
style focuses on problem-solving using trial
and error. Here, learners rely on intuition and
experiential approaches to practically solve
problems.

Recognizing the diverse learning styles and assisting
students to cycle through the stages is very important.
It allows each student to develop and strengthen their
skills in the domain suited to their learning style, but it
also ensures that they grow in the other areas where
they are weak. According to Ka and Chan (2023),
“The learning styles are not fixed personality traits,
but rather behavioral patterns in learning, which
could be seen as learning preferences.” (p.23). The
learning style concept is helpful for learners to know
where they are in the learning cycle and what works
best for them. To facilitate the smooth and effective
implementation of ELT in the classroom, it is vital to
clearly define the role of teachers as facilitators in the
students' learning process. Ka and Chan (2023) outline
the following roles of teachers, as demonstrated in
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1. The Facilitator Role: The facilitator’s role is to help

the learners recall their experiences and reflect
on them. Teachers should adopt a warm, affirming
posture to invite students to share their interests,
intrinsic motivation, and personal knowledge. The
discussion should occur in small groups or on a
one-on-one personal interaction with students.

.The Subject Expert Role: The teacher who

is an expert in the subject helps the student
organize and connect their reflections to expert
knowledge of the subject matter. The teacher at
this stage would either teach or model the subject.
They encourage students to think critically and
systematically organize and analyze the subject
information presented. Most often, this is done
through lectures and text materials.

. The Standard-Setter/Evaluation Role: In his role

as the standard setter and evaluator, the teacher
is to ensure that the students can master the
knowledge and skill to the level where they
can successfully meet the required standard
of performance. Teachers create performance
evaluation tasks that allow students to evaluate
their learning.

4. The Coaching Role: The teacher at this stage

helps the learner apply the knowledge they have
acquired from the first three steps. At this stage,
the teacher may collaborate and work one-on-one
with the individual students to synthesize lessons
learned from personal experiences in life and what
they have learned throughout the process. They

Figure 2. assist the students in developing a personal plan
Learner Focus
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Experience
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Figure 2. Educator Roles and Teaching Around the Learning Cycle
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and create a system to receive feedback on their
performance and application of knowledge.
These steps, outlined in Ka and Chan (2023), offer
a simple guide on how teachers can guide students
through experiential learning activities. They outline
what students should do at each stage and what
actions teachers should take to assist them through
the cycles.

A Research Study on the Application
and Evaluation of Experiential
Learning Theory

Experiential learning theory is widely used by
various institutions and within different contexts. It is
applicable to K-12 and higher educational institutions
(Healey & Jenkins, 2000; Burac, 2020), including the
workplace environment (Nguyen, Anh, & Linh, 2020).
In this paper, I will focus on one of several studies
to see the impact and possible challenges associated
with implementing ELT. The study was conducted by
Feng, Song, Schein, and Clark (2021), titled Evaluating
Experiential Learning Approaches for Asian Students
at North American Universities.

This study investigated the impact of ELT on the
preferred study experiential learning pedagogical
practices for Asian students studying at North
American universities. The study used a mixed
research methods design to collect data from 112
East Asian students studying at a public university
in British Colombia, Canada. In addition, four other
Asian students from a regional university in the
United States and six additional Chinese students from
a provincial university in China were interviewed
individually. The students were divided into two
groups. The first was a group of long-term students
who had studied for more than one year at their
university, and the second was short-term students
who had studied for less than one year.

The results from the study demonstrated that
most participants held a positive attitude toward
experiential learning and found it beneficial. However,
both groups expressed that they found no significant
difference between the workload required for
experiential learning and the demands of a regular
lecture learning style. The authors noted that many
Asians are not exposed to experiential learning
pedagogy in their respective countries and would
likely find it challenging to adopt this approach to
learning. Thus, educators need to develop experiential
learning methods that are suitable to the preferences

of Asian students. The authors also emphasized that
for ELT to work effectively, the environment must
be created such that it supports the learning needs of
the students. Another notable observation the authors
made was that students felt that experiential learning
did not help them realize their personal or unique
and effective learning method. The authors noted
that this failure may result from the faculty's inability
to provide an appropriate learning space to match
individual students' learning styles.

The authors further noted that the positive
attitude of the participants toward experiential
learning provides a plausible reason for North
American universities to continue the use of the
pedagogy. Students in the long-term group were more
comfortable with experiential learning because they
felt it provided them with the necessary tools they
needed to survive the working environment, especially
working with foreigners. In contrast, short-term
students seemed to prefer the traditional lecture-based
approach to learning, which would provide them with
a solid theoretical foundation for further studies when
they returned to their native countries. Although the
learning curve was hard for them to adjust to, the
short-term students expressed a strong motivation
to continue with the program. Overall, the authors
present a positive view of experiential learning.
However, the study shows that more effort is needed
to adapt experiential learning to Asian students who
prefer lecture-based learning environments. It is also
essential to create an environment to match their
learning needs to ensure effective implementation of
ELT.

Using Experiential Learning Theory
to Teach About Diabetes

This lesson is for medical students learning about
various types of human diseases. The main topic for
this lesson is diabetes. The lesson plan demonstrates
how ELT can be applied in the classroom to make
learning more interactive and meaningful to students.
This lesson is an adaptation of an ELT lesson titled
Using the Theory to Teach How Theories of Gender
Explain Aspects of Suburbia by Healey and Jenkins
(pp. 6-7, 2000).

In an opening lecture

Stage 1 Concert Experience (CE): Students
individually read brief excerpts about diabetes or make
personal notes about an experience with a person with
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diabetes (If possible, students may interview a person
with diabetes). This activity effectively gives the
student a substitute or concrete experience. For those
who have had personal encounters with a person with
diabetes, it is an opportunity for them to draw on their
experience.

Stage 2 Reflective Observation (RO): In groups of
3-4, students consider important questions, such as
what are some of the factors causing diabetes, or what
impact age and gender have on diabetes? Students
here must reflect on their reading and personal
experiences to prepare them for the next theoretical
stage.

Stage 3 Abstract Conceptualization (AC): 15-minute
lecture setting out key ideas about diabetes. This is
the abstract conceptualization phase.

Stage 4 Active Experimentation (AE): Students are
directed to the section of the course guide or textbook
concerned with diabetes. Also, articles expanding
on some of the key points in the lecture could serve
as additional information. Each student group of 3-4
is allocated one of the key areas emphasized in the
lecture. They are directed to read and present a poster
or PowerPoint presentation at the next class session to
share the knowledge they have gained from studying
that subject.

In the next class session

Stage 5 Concert Experience (CE): Students will
display their posters and view the posters from other
groups or present and listen to other groups make
their presentations. At this point, students have gained
a concrete experience about the subject.
Stage 6 Reflective Observation (RO): In small groups,
students discuss the questions that guided their
presentation. They are also encouraged to reflect on
other students' presentations and find links between
what they heard and their personal experiences from
what they know about the topic and their reflections.
Though the teacher leads at this stage, the students
do most of the talking and the thinking (reflection).
Stage 7 Abstract Conceptualization (AC): In this
crucial stage, a teacher-led plenary session draws
out important points students need to know about
diabetes. Also, the teacher may prepare evaluation
tasks for students to assess themselves on the subject
(conceptualization). From this point, the lesson may
move on to another topic of importance.

It is important to note that time should be given for
students to reflect personally on their learning and,
where need be, write reflective journals. At the same
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time, group reflection should be encouraged. Group
reflection has also been identified as a powerful tool for
student development. According to Miller & Maellaro
(2016), team reflection develops greater competencies
through the social interactions that occur among the
group as they reflect and exchange opinions. Such an
activity of collectively examining their assumptions
greatly enhances the learning experience of students.
Zelechoski, Riggs Romaine, and Wolbransky (2017)
suggest that this reflective observation helps learners
develop critical thinking rather than simply memorizing
information for evaluation. The process allows students
to evaluate how best to apply knowledge to real-world
situations.

Conclusion

The discussions presented in this paper have
demonstrated how experiential learning theory can
make a difference in the way teachers present their
lessons, interact with students, and how students
interact with each other. As demonstrated in the
sample lesson, students will have little occasion
to remain passive during the activities. There are
numerous opportunities for students to share ideas
and express opinions. Their individual experiences
are not relegated to the background. Instead, they are
incorporated into the learning process. The hands-on
approach ensures that students have both a theoretical
understanding of the topic and a practical experience
with it. Students have the opportunity to critically
analyze problems and find practical solutions to them.
In this way, students attain the know-how to solve
real-life problems. This skill prepares them for the
workplace environment. It has been tried and tested
and has proven to be a transformational approach to
learning.

Despite the challenges this approach may bring to
teachers and, perhaps, students, ELT is flexible so that
teachers can modify and adapt it to their context. It
can be adapted to suit any cultural context and field
of education. Therefore, ELT has a strong potential to
create an interactive, meaningful learning experience
for students. It is one of the many tools at the disposal
of teachers, which they can include in their toolkit to
enhance their teaching skills and engage learners in
the classroom.
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